
schools, colleges or universities which now are or may
hereafter be licensed in this State, notwithstanding any
provisions that may exist in their charters.

Correspondence
A PESSARY RETAINED FOR FORTY YEARS

Pleasant Valley, N. Y., February 2, 1899.
Mit. Editor :— The following description and history,

which I am confident are true in all respects, seem to me
worth preserving, and are almost a record beater.

At the January, 1899, meeting of the Medical Society of
the County of-, Dr.-, a member of the Society,
exhibited a peculiar pessary, with a history. It was a

smooth, hollow sphere of wood, but, like the earth, " a
little flattened at the poles." Its lateral circumference
was 6£ inches; its vertical, 7£ inches; and its weight 482
grains. It was of one piece of wood, with a cover one
inch across. This cover was tongned and grooved on its
border, to screw into a corresponding groove and tongue
on the border of the opening in the sphere itself. This
cover had five perforations, each about one line across and
arranged like this % * $ . The surface opposite to this
had also five similar perforations. The whole instrument
looked like a globular pepper-box. The history is as

follows :

It was removed, by the doctor presenting it, in November,
1898, from the vagina of a woman more than seventy years
old. For some years she had liad an offensive discharge,
growing worse, until sho had become a nuisance to herself
and her friends. Still she was about the house all the
time. At length she told another woman what was the
matter; and this led to its removal. It was so firmly im-
bedded the doctor had much difficulty in taking it out.
After a few days the discharge ceased, and at the time the
doctor exbibited the instrument he said " she was as well
as any woman."

This pessary was first applied by a distinguished sur-

geon, who died in 1863, but who removed from this vicinity
in 1858, and did not practise here after this latter date;
consequently it had been certainly worn forty years, and
perhaps longer. Once only during this long period had it
been removed, but was at once replaced. Some years
after its application she married, and lived happily with
her husband for nearly a quarter of a century. He died
without posterity. The cause of his death was not stated.
This incident shows how absolutely necessary is the early
removal of an irritating pessary. Had this one remained
in its habitat another forty years a serious, perhaps fatal,
sepsis might have developed.

Yours very truly, Veritas, M.D.

HOUSE FOR EMERGENCY CASES OF INSANITY
Boston, February 10, 1899.

Mr. Editor : That is what the good hospitals for I he in-
sane are. I thought that some one better qualified than I
would reply to your editorial on this subject, as Dr. Lane
has done. But 1 am sorry that the other part of your edi-
torial, in which you confound incipient cases of insanity
with emergency cases of the same, bas not been more fully
discussed. I think that alienista would tell us that most in-
cipient cases of insanity are such for some time before they
become emergency cases, if they ever do, and retpiire very
different treatment. Hence we would expect that a place
for tho study and care of incipient cases should be very
different from that for emergency eases, and probably very
few mental cases in their first stages, or their relatives would
consent to their being sent to an " emergency house."

Our hospitals for the insane are fully equipped with wards
for mild and convalescent eases entirely separate from those
that are for the violent and excited — the emergency cases.

Medical and public opinion is now sufficiently enlightened

to attach no more stigma to diseases of the mind than to
diseases of the body.

The recent ungracious attempt to impair the usefulness
of tho McLean Hospital, by circulating reports that the
charges there were so high that few or none could afford
them, called forth a just and emphatic protest. The same
methods are resorted to for other purposes in the medical
profession.

If you ever had to attend an insane patient at his home
during the stage of excitement, with inadequate provision
for his care, yon would be most devoutly thankful to get
him safely landed in one of the already existing hospitals
that are amply supplied with means of safety and ready at
all times to receive such cases.

The last number of the Archives of Neurology and
Psycho-pathology (the organ of the State Hospitals for the
Insane of New York) devotes much space to the considera-
tion of the need of an Institute for the study of the special
symptoms, special pathology and special treatment of in-
cipient cases of insanity, a study that is freely confessed by
alienists to be a long ways behind the excellent care that
they have learned by experience to bestow on these un-
fortunate sufferers. Very truly yours,

Douglas Graham, M.D.

EARLY REMOVAL OF AN APPENDIX
8 Monadnock St., Dorchester,

February 6, 1899.
Mn. Editor: The accompanying photograph [not re-

produced] represents the true size and condition of a ver-
miform appendix removed from a patient the same day
that the first symptoms developed.

It was inflamed, enlarged, distended with pus, adherent
lo the contiguous tissues, and about the lower third was a
dark purple spot, extending well around the appendix,
where in a few hours it, would have become gangrenous.The patient, a woman aged thirty, began to vomit at
about 3 a. m. February 2d. The vomiting persisted until
daybreak, when intense abdominal pain set in. Seen by
Dr. H. V. Reynolds, of Dorchester, during the forenoon,
she was htill in pain, and vomiting, with marked tenderness
over the region of the appendix and a temperature of 102°.
I saw her with him in consultation and at 3 r. M. we oper-ated, it being about twelve hours from the beginning of
the symptoms to the time of the removal of the appendix.The patient is making a normal convalescence.

In case the photograph and history of this early removal
of an appendix arc of sufficient interest for publication,
you are at liberty to make use of them.

Samuel Crowell, M.D.

METEOROLOGICALRECORD
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